1924: ZAGHLUL'S YEAR
he placed his demands at a maximum, it was now possible
to make some concessions to a friendly Government. The
amount of land to be irrigated in the Gezira was eventu-
ally settled by a commission on which Egypt was repre-
sented.
Such is the story of the Lee Stack murder and of the
part played by Allenby in exacting satisfaction for it.
From the point of view of the Egyptian Government it
was, as was said of the execution of the Due d'Enghien
one hundred and twenty years earlier, "worse than a
crime, it was a blunder/"5 Zaghlul himself can be
acquitted of any previous knowledge of the crime, and
realized only too well the fatal consequences to him.
;Tour moij cetait un coup mortel/? he said sadly shortly
afterwards. But he never seems to have realized his
responsibility for the murder by his failure to control the
more extreme of his followers.
From the British point of view the murder resolved
Anglo-Egyptian relations as they were approaching a
crisis. It may even be said that the corpse of the Sirdar
was the dens ex machina of an intolerable situation.
AUenby's action has been praised for its courage and
decision and has been blamed for its hastiness and un-
necessary harshness. Those who were on the spot and
knew the Egyptians were almost unanimous In upholding
him; it was only distant criticism that condemned him.
Egyptians themselves understood the strong hand and
expected no less. The impression of events under which
Allenby acted must be remembered; he had seen the
wounded and suffering Sirdar carried into the Residency
and had felt the wave of indignation that the crime
aroused in the British and foreign residents In Cairo.
And he felt that he had been betrayed by the Egyptians.
He had been mainly instrumental In securing their
independence, he had Insisted against a great weight of
opinion that they should be given every chance of
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